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Newburn  Urban  District 


Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 

1925. 


Council. 


Report, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925, 
on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

This  is  a  Survey  Report  as  defined  in  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  269,  dated  28th  December,  1921,  and  deals 
with  the  years  1921-1925. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

of  thf:  arf:a. 

(a)  AREA. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  as  follows  :  — 


Parish. 

District  or  Ward. 

Area 

in  Acres 

Newburn 

Newburn  ... 

•  •  • 

t  19 

Newburn  Hall 

) 

l?I° 

Sugley 

\  Lemington 

• 

•  •  • 

to 

West  Denton... 

J 

G29 

Throckley 

Throckley  ... 

•  •  • 

771 

Wal  bottle 

Walbottle  ... 

...  1420 

East  Denton  ... 

Westerhope 

764 

Total 

•••  4673 
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(, b )  POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General  to  be  20,570. 

The  following  table  shews  the  actual  population  at  the 
Census  1911  and  1921,  and  the  estimated  population  at  31st 
December,  1925,  in  each  district  ;  also  the  number  of 
persons  per  acre  in  1925. 


Population. 

Estimated 

Persons 

District. 

Population 

per  Acre 

191 1 

1921 

1925. 

1925. 

Census. 

Census. 

Newburn  . . 

4260 

4523 

4804 

7'7 

Eemington 

4891 

5722 

6572 

5'9 

Throckley  . . 

2612 

2640 

2675 

34 

Walbottle  . . 

2653 

3080 

35 1 5 

2'4 

Westerhope 

2739 

2865 

3004 

3'9 

Totals 

I7I55 

18830 

20570 

4’4 

(c)  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL 
CHARACTER  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Urban  District  is  situate  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
River  Tyne  and  is  undulating  in  character,  varying  from 
approximately  sea  level  to  between  400  and  500  feet  above 
sea  level. 

The  district  is  bisected  by  the  main  Carlisle — Newcastle 
Road,  constructed  on  the  site  of  the  Roman  Wall  of 

Hadrian, 
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(d)  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  AND 
SEPARATE  FAMILIES,  1921. 

The  following  particulars  are  extracted  from  the  Census 
Returns  of  1921. 


Building 

s. 

Structurally  Separate  Dwellings  Occupied 

G 

Completed 

Class  of 

by  Private  Families 

or  Vacant. 

<D  O 
c n 

be  C/3 

be  c/3 

1 

03 

C/5 

u  -*-» 

3  b 

G 

c 

0  .5  ^ 

‘3  c 

TP 

Building. 

c n 

p  e 

0 

C/5 

p  e 

0 

C/5 

°°  E 

0 

0  2 

p  £ 
c  0 

OC 

«.S 

-4— * 

C/5 

H  E 

F  0 

£  5  « 

C  ^ 

-4-»  0) 

O  * 

M  O 

P 

0  P 

S-,  O 

°P 

,  J  03 

H  > 

^P 

0 

0  Q 

u  ^ 

uQ 

03 

Q 

Undivided 

491 

•  • 

3220 

Private  Houses 
Structurally  Divided 

I83I 

1203 

167 

*9 

3220 

11552 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

Private  Houses 

2 

4 

2 

•  • 

8 

37 

•  • 

•  • 

170 

Flats,  &c. 

201 

164 

•  • 

•  • 

365 

1232 

•  • 

U 

72 

Shops  . . 

7 

45 

19 

i 

72 

358 

I 

44 

21 

Others 

5 

9 

2 

2 

l8 

86 

492 

58 

3486 

Totals 

2046 

1425 

190 

22 

3683 

13265 

Vacant  on  Census  Night 

25 

38 

6 

•  • 

69 

274 

Dwellings  Occupied  by — 

1  Priva'e 

Family 

T944 

1290 

168 

21 

3423 

12250 

2  Private 

Families 

77 

94 

16 

1 

188 

728 

3  or  more 

Private  Families  . 

3 

•  • 

3 

13 

Total  Dwellings  Occupied  )  No. 

2021 

1387 

1 84 

22 

3614 

12991 

by  Private  Families  j  %  . . 

56 

38 

5 

1 

100 

•  • 

Total 

Private  Families  Therein 

2098 

1488 

200 

23 

3809 

•  • 

(*)  RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  at  the  close  of  the 
year  was  ^95,928,  and  the  amount  produced  by  a  penny 
rate  £^by. 
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(f)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The 

district  is 

chiefly  industrial, 

and  partially  agri¬ 

cultural. 

The 

following 

table  shews  the 

percentage  of  the 

population  engaged  in  various  classes  of  employment  at  the 
Census,  1921. 


Occupation. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Number 

% 

Number 

% 

N  umber 

% 

Mining  .. 

3086 

43‘ 1 

3 

0-04 

3089 

22-3 

Metal  workers  . . 

1059 

14-8 

2 

0-03 

1061 

77 

Personal  service 

5 1 

07 

349 

5-22 

400 

29 

Commercial  occupations 

221 

3' 1 

169 

2'53 

390 

2'8 

Stationary  engine 

drivers 

3i7 

4*4 

. . 

. . 

3i7 

2‘3 

Transport  workers 

261 

3'6 

13 

0-19 

274 

2-0 

Clerks,  Typists,  etc.  .. 

122 

I-7 

105 

1‘57 

227 

i*6 

Brickmaking 

170 

24 

5i 

077 

221 

i-6 

Builders,  etc. 

199 

2  ■  8 

1 

002 

200 

i‘5 

Agriculture 

122 

i'~ 

69 

103 

191 

x‘4 

All  others 

845 

1 18 

T74 

2’ 60 

1019 

7'3 

Total  occupied 

6453 

go- 1 

936 

I4-00 

7389 

53’4 

Unoccupied  or  retired 

(including  females  en- 

gaged  in  the  home)  .. 

712 

9*9 

5745 

86'oo 

6457 

466 

Total  occupied  or  un 

occupied  (12  years  and 

over)  . . 

7i65 

1000 

66S1 

100  00 

13846 

1000 

The  effects  of  the  trade  depression  still  continue  to  be 
felt  throughout  the  district,  and  a  very  high  percentage  of 
the  male  population  continue  to  be  unemployed  — consider¬ 
ably  higher  than  the  figures  shewn  above  for  1921.  Those 
connected  with  the  mining  and  engineering  industries  are 
chiefly  affected. 

The  effects  of  continual  unemployment  on  the  health 
and  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  cannot 
accurately  be  gauged,  but  it  is  clear  that  from  the  social, 
moral  and  health  standpoint,  considerable  harm  results. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  conditions  which  existed  throughout 
the  year,  and  which  have  in  fact  existed  almost  throughout 
the  period  covered  by  this  Survey  Report,  1921 -1925,  the 
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general  health  ot  the  district,  as  indicated  by  the  vital 
statistics,  which  are  summarised  below,  is  excellent. 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  regret  that  the  trade  indications 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1925  were  not  such  as  to  give  any 
great  feeling  of  optimism  regarding  the  immediate  future  of 
the  district. 


(g)  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  I.  shews  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district  as 
compared  with  those  of  England  and  Wales,  London,  105 
great  towns,  and  157  smaller  towns. 

Table  II.  shews  a  comparison  of  the  vital  statistics  of 
the  district  for  the  past  ten  years. 


(/)  Deaths. 

Table  III.  shews  the  causes  of  and  age  at  death  of 
residents  belonging  to  the  district,  as  registered  during 
1925,  together  with  the  distribution  of  the  deaths  to  each 
district.  This  Table  is  corrected  for  outward  and  inward 
transfers. 

The  death  rate  of  11-4  compares  very  favourably  with 
that  for  the  past  live  years. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  w’ere  tuberculosis  of  the 
respiratory  system,  cancer,  cerebral  haemorrhage,  heart 
disease,  pneumonia  and  bronchitis. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  deaths  from  these 
principal  causes  during  the  five  years,  1921-1925. 


Cause  of  Death. 

1921 . 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925- 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respira¬ 
tory  system 

16 

24 

19 

12 

19 

Cancer 

16 

14 

17 

15 

18 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

14 

17 

26 

25 

18 

Heart  disease 

20 

19 

29 

23 

15 

Pneumonia 

20 

19 

18 

19 

r6  | 

Bronchitis 

20 

25 

13 

22 

15 
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(2)  Births. 

During  the  year  402  births  were  registered  in  the 
district,  which  is  equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  19-54  Per  B000 
population. 

By  reference  to  Table  II.,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
rate  is  considerably  lower  than  that  for  the  past  five  years, 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  lower  birth  rate  has  ever  been 
recorded  in  this  district. 

The  following  table  shews  the  allocation  of  the  births 
to  each  district,  as  compared  with  the  past  five  years. 


District. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925- 

1  Newburn 

I37 

no 

134 

175 

140 

Lemington 

140 

165 

159 

194 

137 

Throckley 

66 

5r 

44 

51 

35 

Walbottle 

84 

56 

68 

48 

43 

Westerhope  . . 

72 

5i 

59 

56 

47 

Total  Births 

508 

433 

464 

524 

402 

Birth  Rate 

26-5 

22  ■  06 

23-09 

25-61 

I9T4 

(j)  Infantile  Mortality. 

Table  IV.  shews  the  causes  of  and  ages  at  death  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  during  1925. 

The  total  of  27  deaths  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate 
of  67-16  per  1,000  registered  births,  which  is  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  figure  indeed. 

Twenty-six  of  the  deaths  were  of  legitimate  children 
and  one  of  an  illegitimate  child,  the  death  rates  being 
respectively  66*83  and  76-92.  The  cause  of  death  of  the 
illegitimate  child  was  influenza  and  pneumonia. 

Premature  birth  heads  the  list  of  causes  of  death,  nine 
deaths  being  certified  during  the  year.  This  indicates  the 
importance  of  ante-natal  care,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
expectant  mothers  do  not  avail  themselves  more  fully  of  the 
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advantages  of  ante-natal  advice,  either  from  their  own 
medical  practitioner  or  from  one  of  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres. 

Table  II.  shews  that  the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  67 
is  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  district,  with  the  exception  of 
1921,  when  the  rate  was  66.  It  is  particularly  gratifying 
that  the  infantile  mortality  is  again  so  low,  when  the  large  fall 
in  the  birth  rate  is  considered,  because  although  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  depends  upon  the  number  of  births  registered, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  lower  birth  rate  is  affecting 
the  sections  of  the  community  better  able  to  have  large 
families,  more  than  those  who  are  less  fitted  to  the  rearing 
of  large  healthlv  families. 

O  j 


PREVALENCE  OE,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

(a)  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1925. 

Table  V.  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  year  1925. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  the  period,  1921-1925. 


i6 


1921 

1922 

192 

3 

1924 

1925 

Disease. 

6 

'A 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

6 

£ 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

6 

A 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

6 

A 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

6 

A 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Smallpox 

•  • 

#  # 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

#  , 

4 

219 

.  • 

Enteric  Fever 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

. . 

5 

1 

C04 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

50 

1 

0-05 

43 

•  • 

69 

1 

0-04 

27 

•  • 

•  • 

M3 

•  • 

Diphtheria  . . 

12 

•  • 

•  • 

M 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

1 

0-04 

9 

1 

o-04 

6 

1 

0-04 

Erysipelas  . . 

9 

1 

005 

9 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

Pneumonia  . . 

37 

20 

1 '04 

60 

19 

0-96 

39 

18 

0-89 

45 

19 

0-92 

60 

16 

077 

Encephalitis 
Lethargica. . 

.. 

.. 

.. 

4  * 

6 

2 

009 

4 

4 

o- 19 

Chickenpox  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

156 

•  • 

53 

•  • 

552 

•  • 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

3 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Totals 

hi 

22 

— 

128 

19 

— 

280 

20 

- — 

161 

23 

996 

21 

— 

Death  Rate  : —  per  icoo  population. 


(/)  Smallpox,  Chickenpox  and  Variola  Minor. 

Opinion  lias  been  sharply  divided  as  to  the  exact 
nature  of  the  disease  reported  as  Smallpox  and  prevalent 
here  and  in  many  parts  of  the  country  during  the  year. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  in  the  Health  Committee  and 
in  the  Council  given  my  reasons  for  regarding  it  as  a 
disorder  quite  apart  from  the  usual  type  of  Smallpox. 

It  has  been  known  and  written  about  for  the  past  20 
years,  and  up  to  the  end  of  its  appearance  here  retained 
the  fundamental  characteristics  it  showed  at  the  beginning 
and  because  it  is,  as  Prof.  Ricardo  George  says,  a  disease 
of  “  ideal  benignity,”  almost  without  a  death  rate,  without 
complication  or  sequelae,  the  rigid  measures  applicable  to 
the  more  serious  condition  are  out  of  place  in  a  disorder  of 
this  kind.  This  was  the  point  of  view  adopted  by  this 
authority  and  determined  the  policy  they  pursued  during 
the  epidemic. 
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(2)  Enteric  Fever. 

Four  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  during  the  year 
1925,  three  from  Throckley  and  one  from  Lemington. 

The  three  cases  at  Throckley  were  traced  to  a  common 
source,  occurring  at  a  farm  supplying  a  very  small  quantity 
of  milk  to  a  few  farm  hands  and  neighbours,  and  not  a 
farm  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk.  Two  of  the  three 
cases  occurred  at  the  farm,  and  the  remaining  case  in  a 
family  supplied  with  milk  therefrom.  A  previous  case  of 
fatal  illness  had  occurred  at  the  farm,  and  it  is  possible 
that  this  case  had  suffered  from  an  enteric  infection.  Cur¬ 
tailment  of  the  distribution  of  the  small  quantity  of  milk 
previously  sold  prevented  any  further  spread  of  the  disease. 
The  three  notified  cases  were  of  a  mild  character. 

The  remaining  case,  from  Lemington,  died  in  the 
isolation  hospital,  and  I  certified  the  cause  of  death  to  be 
encephalitis  lethargica. 

The  freedom  of  the  district  from  enteric  fever  during 
the  five  years,  1921-1925,  is  very  striking,  but  it  is  very 
desirable  that  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the  large 
number  of  privy  middens  remaining  in  the  area  should  be 
converted  to  the  water-carriage  system,  as  the  conservancy 
system  undoubtedly  tends  to  the  rapid  spread  of  any 
intestinal  infection. 

00  Scarlet  Fever. 

143  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year 
1925.  The  following  table  shows  that  this  figure  is  much 
in  excess  of  the  figures  for  the  remainder  of  the  quin- 
quennum,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  none  of  the  cases 
proved  fatal. 


Year. 

Number 

Notified. 

Number 
of  Deaths. 

Per  1000  Population. 

Attack 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

1921 

50 

1 

2'6l 

0-05 

1922 

43 

2' 17 

•  • 

1923 

69 

1 

3'43 

0‘04 

1924 

27 

•  • 

1 '32 

1925 

J43 

•  * 

fi’95 

•  • 

Table  V.  shews  that  88  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the 
Newburn  Ward,  where  the  disease  was  more  or  less 
epidemic  from  August  to  the  close  of  the  year. 
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The  following  table  she, vs  the  occurrence  of  the  cases 
in  households  :  — 


I 

case 

occurred 

in  75 

houses 

75 

cases. 

2 

ca-es 

33 

16 

33 

32 

33 

3 

cases 

5  3 

1 

33 

3 

33 

4 

cases 

3  3 

7 

3  3 

28 

3  3 

5 

cases 

3  3 

1 

33 

5 

y  y 

100 

33 

...  143 

3  3 

The  age  groups  of  the  143  cases,  arranged  quarterly, 
are  shewn  below. 


Quarter 

Ending. 

Under 

1 . 

1  to 

2. 

2  to 

3- 

3  to 
4- 

4  to 
5- 

5  to 
10. 

10  to 
i5- 

15  to 
20. 

20  and 
Over. 

cn 

-4— » 

O 

H 

31/3/25 

1 

3 

9 

10 

1 

•  • 

24 

30/6/25 

•  • 

2 

4 

6 

2 

5 

20 

30/9/25 

•  • 

2 

5 

4 

3 

23 

18 

2 

2 

59 

3 T/ 1 2/25 

1 

4 

5 

5 

i5 

6 

2 

2 

40 

I  Totals  . . 

3 

10 

9 

13 

52 

40 

7 

9 

J43 

The  majority  of  the  school  children  notified  attended 
the  Newburn  Manor  School,  as  the  following  statement 
indicates. 


School  Attended .  No.  of  Cases. 

Newburn  Manor,  Newburn  ...  52 

Throckley  School,  Throckley  ...  11 

Newburn  Hall,  Lemington  ...  1  1 

St.  George’s,  Bell’s  Close  ...  6 

Walbottle  School,  Walbottle  ...  3 

East  Denton,  Denton  Burn  ...  2 

Schools  Outside  the  District  ...  4 

Nd.  ...  ...  ...  ••  54 


H3 

Newburn  Manor  School  was  disinfected  on  several 
occasions  and  every  effort  made  to  reduce  the  spread  of 
infection  by  early  removal  of  the  cases  to  hospital  and 
thorough  disinfection  of  the  premises.  Other  schools  were 
disinfected  in  the  district  as  required. 
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In  a  large  number  of  cases  serious  overcrowding 
occurred  in  the  homes,  which  greatly  increased  the  risk 
of  the  spread  of  infection,  and  which  do  doubt  was  the 
cause  of  many  of  the  multiple  cases.  This  was  particularly 
so  in  houses  where  more  than  one  family  resided. 

92  cases  occurred  in  houses  where  there  was  only  one 
family,  51  of  which  were  notified  from  August  onwards. 

52  cases  occurred  in  houses  where  there  were  two  or 
more  families,  41  of  which  were  notified  from  August 
onwards. 


The  following  table  gives  some  specific  examples  of 
the  overcrowding  in  many  of  the  houses  from  which  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  were  notified. 


Ref. 

No.  of 
Separate 
Families. 

No.  of  Rooms. 

No.  of  Persons. 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Living. 

Sleeping 

Total . 

Adults. 

Under 

12. 

1 

3 

2 

3 

5 

9 

6 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

1 

3 

3 

3 

4 

7 

6 

8 

2 

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

G 

5 

4 

5 

2 

1 

2 

3 

7 

6 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 

7 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

3 

8 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 

9 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

6 

4 

10 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

6 

1 

1 1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

1 

12 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

Nos.  4  to  12  (inclusive)  are  flats. 


In  case  No.  1,  two  adults  and  four  children  occupy 
one  room,  and  four  adults  occupy  one  room.  In  case  No. 
2,  one  child  is  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  In 
case  No.  4,  three  adults  and  two  children  occupy  one  room. 
In  case  No.  10,  two  adults  and  three  children  occupy  one 
room. 

In  cases  of  this  kind  the  difficulties  experienced  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection  are  almost  unsurmount- 
able, 


( 4 )  Diphtheria. 


Six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  1925,  two 
from  Newburn,  two  from  Lemington,  one  from  Throckley 
and  one  from  Westerhope. 

They  were  all  isolated  cases. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  during  1921-1925  has  been 
remarkably  low,  and  the  fact  that  only  three  deaths 
occurred  of  the  47  cases  notified  is  proof  of  the  more  ex¬ 
tensive  use  of  anti-diphtheratic  sera.  The  importance  of 
the  early  use  of  the  sera  cannot  be  emphasized  too 
strongly,  and  in  all  cases  it  should  be  injected  before 
removal  of  the  patients  to  hospital.  If  it  is  delayed  until 
the  patient  is  received  into  hospital,  there  is  a  correspond¬ 
ingly  greater  risk  of  a  fatal  issue. 

Anti-diphtheratic  sera  is  supplied  on  application  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  his  residence,  Lemington-on- 

'T' 

1  yne. 

The  use  of  the  Schick  test  has  not  yet  been  introduced 
into  this  area,  but  the  results  obtained  elsewhere  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  the  test  is  beyond  the  purely  experi¬ 
mental  stage  and  well  worthy  of  much  greater  and  wider 
application. 


(5)  Erysipelas. 

During  1925,  seven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified. 
The  average  for  the  period  1921 -1925,  is  8*8.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  the  disease. 


(6)  Pneumonia. 

Sixty  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year, 
the  largest  number  being  in  the  last  quarter,  when  the 
climatic  conditions  were  extremely  severe  and  the  case  and 
death  rates  for  all  respiratory  diseases  were  considerably 
above  the  average. 

Very  little  value  seems  to  have  resulted  from  the  com¬ 
pulsory  notification  of  this  disease,  except  the  obtaining  of 
more  accurate  figures  regarding  its  incidence. 
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The  following  table  shews  the  age  groupings  of  the 
cases  of  pneumonia  notified,  and  also  the  deaths,  from 
1921  to  1925. 


Year 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

2 

2 

to 

3 

3 

to 

4 

4 
to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

65 

and 

Up. 

Total 

22 
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—4 
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(D 
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D 
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<D 

M2 
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aj 

V 

22 

D 

142 

O 

z 

r 

V 

/•“N 

23 

D 

M2 

O 

z 

X 

rg 

CX 

CD 

Q 

1921 

3 

6 

4 

3 

2 

•  • 

3 

2 

2 

6 

1 

3 

1 

3 

8 

2 

] 

1 

2 

3 

I 

37 

20 

1922 

2 

5 

7 

4 

4 

3 

2 

I 

5 

2 

r 

5 

16 

3 

4 

1 

9 

1 

3 

I 

60 

19 

1923 

3 

4 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

I 

1 

6 

2 

3 

4 

1 

6 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

39 

iS 

1924 

2 

5 

2 

1 

6 

2 

5 

2 

9 

3 

1 

5 

1 

6 

1 

A 

2 

5 

45 

19 

1925 

3 

5 

6 

5 

2 

1 

4 

6 

1 

7 

2 

1 1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

3 

5 

60 

16 

Totals 

13 

20 

21 

16  20 

5 

r5 

6 

8 

1 

32 

4 

18 

2 

15 

42 

8 

21 

6 

26 

ro 

10 

14 

241 

92  ] 

It  will  be  seen  that  5-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  cases 
notified  were  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  and  31-9 
per  cent,  of  the  total  cases  notified  were  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age,  whereas  21*7  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths 
were  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  52^2  per  cent, 
of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

These  figures  indicate  the  grave  menace  to  infant  and 
child  life,  of  pneumonia,  and  the  large  share  it  plays  in  in¬ 
fantile  mortality.  Many  of  the  deaths  were  undoubtedly 
due  to  poor  home  conditions  and  lack  of  proper  nursing 
facilities.  It  is  imperative  that  in  all  cases  of  pneumonia 
and  more  particularly  in  the  case  of  infants,  efficient 
nursing  is  obtained  for  the  patients.  Until  Local  Author¬ 
ities  are  in  a  position  to  provide  such  nursing  services  in 
necessitous  cases,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  great 
value  derived  from  the  compulsory  notification  of  the 
disease. 


(7)  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Four  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified  during 
the  year,  and  there  have  been  four  deaths.  In  1924,  there 
were  six  cases  notified  and  two  deaths. 
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(b)  NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


(/)  Influenza. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  deaths  from 
influenza  during  the  years,  1921-1925. 


Year. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per 
1000  population. 

1921 

— 

— 

1922 

23 

116 

1923 

— 

— 

1924 

13 

0-63 

1925 

4 

o- 19 

( 2 )  Measles. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  the  district  during  the 
year  and  particularly  in  the  winter  months,  and  ten  deaths 
occurred,  giving  a  death  rate  of  0-48.  Table  I  shews  that 
this  is  considerably  higher  than  t lie  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  is  0-13. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  deaths  and 
death  rates  for  the  years,  1921-1925. 


«sss 


Year. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per 
1000  population. 

1921 

— 

— 

1922 

2 

O’  10 

1923 

1 

005 

1924 

• — • 

— 

1925 

10 

CO 

b 
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(c)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  local  medical  practitioners  continue  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  Northumberland 
County  Council  for  the  bacteriological  examinations  of 
specimens  from  suspected  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 


The  following  statement  shews  the  number  of  specimens 
submitted  for  examination  during  the  year  1925,  together 
with  the  figures  for  the  preceding  four  years. 


Year. 

Tuberculosis. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Total. 

Positive. 

Total. 

Positive. 

Total. 

Positive. 

1921 

63 

13 

10 

3 

2 

— 

1922 

49 

6 

5 

— 

1 

— 

1923 

48 

10 

13 

2 

1 

— 

1924 

47 

12 

9 

1 

3 

2 

1925 

58 

15 

1 1 

2 

6 

2 

(d)  DISINFECTION. 

During  the  year,  the  following  work  of  disinfection  has 
been  carried  out,  viz.  :  — 

Number  of  houses  ...  ...  175 

Number  of  rooms  .  ...  455 

Number  of  school  classrooms  ...  94 


(0  TUBERCULOSIS. 

(/)  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 

During  the  year  1925,  59  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  have 
been  notified,  41  pulmonary  cases  and  18  non-pulmonary 
cases. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  number  of  new  cases 
notified  for  the  five  years,  1921-1925. 


^5 


Year. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

1921 

14 

8 

22 

1922 

30 

*5 

45 

i923 

10 

10 

20 

1924 

42 

14 

56 

1925 

41 

18 

59 

The  following  table  shews  the  age  distribution  of  the 
59  new  cases  and  also  of  the  deaths  of  persons  certified  to 
be  due  to  tuberculosis. 


New  Cases, 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

0 

1 

1 

— 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

2 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 

3 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

15 

1 

6 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

20 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

35 

4 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

45 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

" 

" ' 

— 

Totals 

21 

20 

13 

5 

8 

11 

2 

3 

Of  the  24  deaths  registered  during  the  year,  22  were  of 
notified  cases  and  two  of  non-notified  cases. 

Table  VI.  shews  the  localisation  and  ward  distribution 
of  the  new  cases  notified. 
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Pulmonary  Cases — Male  21  Non-Pulmonary  Cases — Males 

Females  20  Females 
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( 2 )  Public  Health  ( Tuberculosis )  Regulations,  1924. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  particulars  of  cases 
of  tuberculosis,  as  appearing  in  the  Tuberculosis  Register, 
and  supplied  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  each 
quarter,  in  accordance  with  the  above  Regulations. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  net  increase  of  19 
pulmonary  and  16  non-pulmonary  cases  during  the  year. 

The  table  shews  that  at  the  31st  December,  1925,  there 
were,  according  to  the  records  of  the  Department,  103 
cases  of  pulmonary  and  73  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  resident  within  the  district.  The  proportion  of 
non-pulmonary  cases  is  high. 

The  24  cases  removed  from  the  register  during  the  year 
were  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

Case  fatal  ...  ...  22 

Patient  left  district  ...  2 

24 


j  Date. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary 
and  non- 
Pulmonary 
Cases 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total . 

!  31/W24 

Cases  on  the  Register 

44 

4° 

84 

29 

28 

57 

I4I 

New  cases  notified.. 

8 

9 

17 

3 

_ 

3 

20 

Old  cases  removed.. 

4 

5 

9 

— 

— 

9 

31/3/25 

Cases  remaining  on 
the  Register 

48 

44 

92 

32 

28 

60 

152 

New  cases  notified.. 

7 

5 

12 

4 

_ 

4 

16 

Old  cases  removed . . 

2 

2 

4 

— 

4 

30/6/25 

Cases  remaining  on 
the  Register 

53 

47 

100 

36 

28 

64 

164 

New  cases  notified.. 

4 

4 

8 

3 

3 

6 

14 

Old  cases  removed. . 

2 

4 

6 

2 

2 

8 

30/9/25 

Cases  remaining  on 
the  Register 

55 

47 

102 

39 

29 

68 

170 

New  cases  notified.. 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

5 

9 

Old  cases  removed  . . 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

3 

3I/I2/2  5 

Cases  remaining  on 
the  Register 

56 

47 

103 

42 

3i 

73 

M 

cn 
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CO  Public  Health  (Prevent ion  of  Tuberculosis )  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925. 

The  attention  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
was  drawn  to  one  case  of  a  person  notified  as  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  who  was  employed  in  the 
milk  trade. 

The  County  Medical  Officer’s  Report,  however,  in¬ 
dicated  that  it  was  not  a  case  of  active  tuberculosis,  and 
that  there  was  no  risk  of  contamination  of  the  milk  supply. 
No  further  action  was  therefore  necessary  under  these 
regulations. 


( 4 )  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section  since  the 
operation  of  the  Act. 

(5)  Tuberculosis  Scheme. 

The  Tuberculosis  Scheme  is  administered  by  the  North¬ 
umberland  County  Council. 


0)  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  is  administered  by  the 
Northumberland  County  Council. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

(a)  HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED 
BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


(/)  Tuberculosis. 

Cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  sent  to  the  Wooley 
Sanatorium,  near  Hexham,  by  the  Northumberland  County 
Council,  or  to  other  institutions  provided  by  that  Authority. 
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Cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  sent  by  the 
Northumberland  County  Council  to  various  institutions, 
chiefly  the  Stannington  Sanatorium,  near  Morpeth. 


(2)  Maternity. 

Nil. 


(j)  Children. 

Nib;  except  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis,  as  indicated 
above. 


( 4 )  Fever. 

The  Gosforth,  Newburn  and  Castle  Ward  Joint 
Hospital  Board’s  infectious  diseases  hospital,  situated  at 
Lemington,  provides  accommodation  for  all  cases  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease  from  the  district,  with  the  exception  of 
smallpox  and  tuberculosis. 

The  hospital  is  a  permanent  brick  building  of  excellent 
construction,  having  eight  wards  and  32  beds. 

Table  V,  shews  that  147  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  treated  in  the  hospital,  from  this  district,  during  1925. 


(5)  Smallpox. 

The  Council  possess  a  small  hospital  at  Black  Row, 
Throckley,  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  smallpox. 

It  is  a  temporary  iron  and  wooden  structure,  containing 
two  wards,  each  capable  of  accommodating  two  adult 
patients. 

Table  V.  shews  that  29  cases  were  treated  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  during  1925. 


(b)  Other. 
Nib 


(b)  INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED 
MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  AND 
HOMELESS  CHILDREN. 


Cases  of  this  kind  are  admitted  to  the  Castle  Ward 
Union  Hospital,  at  Ponteland. 

The  Newcastle  Women  Citizens’  Society  have  a  Home 
for  Unmarried  Mothers,  where  girls  are  trained  and  kept 
for  a  maximum  period  of  six  months.  Girls  from  this 
district  are  eligible  for  admission  to  the  Home,  and  the 
Health  Visitor  works  in  close  touch  with  the  Society  in 
these  and  similar  cases. 


(c)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


(/)  Infectious  Cases. 

The  Gosforth,  Newburn  and  Castle  Ward  Joint 
Flospital  Board  possess  an  up-to-date  motor  ambulance, 
which  removes  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  (with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  smallpox)  from  this  district,  to  the  Board’s 
Hospital  at  Lemington. 

Cases  lor  removal  to  the  smallpox  hospital,  are  moved 
in  a  horse  ambulance. 


(2)  N on-infectious  and  Accident  Cases. 

The  Council  provide  a  motor  ambulance  for  accidents 
and  cases  of  sudden  illness  of  a  non-infectious  character, 
which  is  housed  at  the  Fire  Station,  Newburn.  The 
ambulance  is  available  on  application  to  the  Superintendent, 
Fire  Station,  Newburn,  or  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Council, 
Council  Offices,  Newburn. 
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(a)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 
The  following  clinics  are  provided  in  the  district. 


Clinic. 

Time. 

Provided  by 

Accommodation . 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
Wesle\an  Chapel, 
Stamfordham  Road, 
Westerhope. 

Monday, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Newburn 

U.D.C. 

Infant  Consultations. 
Antenatal  Consultations. 
Distribution  of  Infant 
Foods. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
Adult  School  Settlement, 
Lemington. 

Wednesday, 
2—4  p.m. 

Do. 

Do. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
St.  Mary’s  Church  Hal), 
Throckley. 

Thursday, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Do. 

Do. 

School  Clinic, 

Newburn  Road, 

Newburn . 

By 

Appointment 

County 

Council. 

Dental  Treatment. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic, 

Newburn  Road, 

Newburn. 

Wednesday, 
10 — 12. 

Do. 

General  Consultations. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic, 
Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle-upon-T)  ne. 

— 

Do. 

Consultations  and  Treat¬ 
ment. 

(e)  PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 


(/)  General. 


District  nurses,  working 
mittees,  are  provided  in  the  fc 

Newburn  and  Walbottle... 

Leinington 

Westerhope  and  North 
Walbottle  ... 

Denton  Burn 

It  will  be  seen  that  the 
without  any  nursing  service. 

It  would  be  very  desirabl 
could  be  amalgamated  and  a  i 
whole  district,  from  which  nur 
parts  of  the  area. 


under  separate  district  corn- 
lowing  districts,  viz.  : — 

i  nurse, 
i  nurse. 

i  nurse. 

i  nurse  from  Scotswood. 
Throckley  district  is  entirely 

3  if  all  these  nursing  services 
lursing  home  provided  for  the 
ses  would  be  available  for  all 


In  addition,  one  qualified  midwife  practised  in  Leining¬ 
ton  and  district  during  1925,  and  one  qualified  midwife  was 
employed  by  a  medical  practitioner  in  Newburn  and  district. 
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(2)  For  Infectious  Cases. 

Nil. 


(/)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Office. 

Officer. 

Qualifications. 

Whole  or 
Part-time. 

Medical  Officer  of 
Health  ; 

Medical  Officer, 
Child  Welfare 
Centres  ; 
Superintendent, 
Isolation 

Hospital. 

Andrew  Messer. 

MB,  C.M., 

B.Sc.  (Public  Health). 

Part-time. 

Sanitary  Inspector  ; 
Housing  Inspector; 
Meat,  and  Foods 
Inspector. 

Stewart  Swift. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate, 

R.S.I. 

Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate, 

R.S  I. 

Sanitary  Science  Certificate, 
R.S.I. 

Diploma  in  General  Hygiene, 
Institute  of  Hygiene. 
Associate  in  Sanitary  Engin¬ 
eering,  College  of  Tech¬ 
nology,  M/c. 

Whole-time. 

Health  Visitor  ; 
Superintendent, 

Child  Welfare 
Centres. 

Miss  R.  E.  Stead. 

Seven  Years’  Plospital  Work. 
Massage  Certificate, 

Health  Visitors’  and  School 
Nurses  Certificate,  R.S.I. 

Whole-time. 

(g)  MIDWIVES. 

The  Council  do  not  provide  or  subsidize  any  certified 
midwives  in  the  district. 

There  were  two  certified  midwives  practising  in  the 
district  at  the  close  of  the  year,  one  of  whom  is  employed 
by  a  medical  practitioner. 

The  local  supervisory  authority  under  the  Midwives’ 
Act  is  the  Northumberland  County  Council. 
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(h)  CHEMICAL  WORK. 

The  Northumberland  County  Council  is  the  authority 
for  the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
and  all  chemical  examinations  are  carried  out  under  their 
scheme. 


(*)  LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

The  following  adoptive  legislation,  etc.,  is  in  force  in 
the  district. 


Legislation. 

Date  of  Adoption. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 

1st  November,  1893. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Acts,  1890 

Part  III 

1st  September,  1893. 

Private  Street  Works’  Act,  1892 

1st  February,  1895. 

|  Public  Health  Acts’  Amendment  Act,  1907 

Part  II,  Sections  15,  16,  17,  22,  27,  32 

Part  III,  Sections  34  to  47,  49, 

Part  IV,  Sections  52  to  60,  62  to  68 

Part  II.  Section  21.  .. 

Part  III.  Section  51.  .. 

Part  VI.  . . 

Part  X.  Section  95. 

|  1st  April,  1909. 

9th  March,  1922. 

16th  January,  1923. 

|  27th  March,  1923. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  .. 

B\ claws. 

Steps  for  the  adoption  of 
this  Act  were  in  pro¬ 
gress  at  the  close  of 

1925- 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

Offensive  Trades 

Pleasure  Grounds 

Cemetery  . . 

Slaughterhouses 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements 
Removal  of  House  Refuse 

Cleansing  of  Earth-closets,  Privies,  Ash-pits, 
and  Cesspools 

Nuisances  . . 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

2nd  September,  1924. 

5th  August,  1923. 

25th  September,  1908, 

1st  May,  1906. 

7th  March,  1898. 

16th  September,  18S8. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops 

3rd  December,  1912. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


This  section  is  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


HOUSING. 


This  section  is  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


This  section  is  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHIED  WELFARE. 

(a)  MIDWIVES. 

The  Northumberland  County  Council  is  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives’  Act. 


(. b )  NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS’  ACT. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  number  of  notifi¬ 
cations  received  under  the  above  Acts  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  the  number  of  births  registered. 

No.  of  births  registered — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  389 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  13 


402 
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No.  of  births  notified  within  36  hours  of 
birth — 

Live  births  ...  ...  362 

Still  births  ...  ...  16 

-  378 

No.  notified  by  midwives  ...  ...  108 

No.  notified  by  parents  and  doctors  ...  270 

—  378 

The  following  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor 
during  the  year  :  — 


Visits  to  expectant  mothers — 

First  visits  ...  ...  14 

Subsequent  visits  ...  ...  11 

- 25 

Visits  to  infants  under  1  year  of  age — 

First  visits  ...  ...  391 

Subsequent  visits  ...  ...  648 

- -1039 

Visits  to  children  aged  1  to  5  years — 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  709 

Miscellaneous  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  155 


Total  visits  ...  2028 


(c)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

CENTRES. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  have  been  established  at  the 
following  places  and  are  open  at  the  times  stated. 


I  Address. 

Day  and  Time. 

Wesleyan  Chapel, 

Stamfordham  Road,  Westerhope 

Monday,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Adult  School  Settlement, 

Montague  Street,  Lemington 

Wednesday,  2  to  4  p.m. 

St.  Mary’s  Church  Hall, 

Hexham  Road,  Throckley 

1 

Thursday,  2  to  4  p.m. 
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The  Health  Visitor  conducts  the  Centres  and  the 
Medical  Officer  attends  periodically  and  specially  if  re¬ 
quired. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  attendance  at  the 
Centres  for  the  past  five  years. 


Westerhope. 

Lemington. 

Throckley. 

Total. 

Year. 

Under 

1 

year 

Others 

Total 

Under 

1 

year 

Others 

Total 

Under 

1 

year 

Others 

Total 

Under 

1 

year 

Others 

Total 

1 921 

259 

109 

368 

io93 

277 

1370 

525 

135 

C60 

t-. 

CO 

M 

521 

2398 

1922 

204 

90 

294 

1117 

252 

1369 

392 

125 

5i7 

I7I3 

467 

2180 

1923 

20S 

59 

267 

831 

274 

1105 

853 

122 

975 

1892 

455 

2347 

1924 

770 

360 

1130 

1672 

776 

2448 

1646 

382 

2028 

4088 

1518 

5606 

i925 

410 

421 

S31 

I744 

1172 

2916 

1408 

488 

1896 

3562 

2081 

5643 

Tola’s 

1851 

1039 

2890 

6457 

275i 

9208 

4824 

1252 

6076 

13*32 

5042 

18174 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  in  the  space  of  five 
years,  the  total  attendances  have  increased  by  135  per  cent. 


Consequent  upon  the  reduction  in  the  birth  rate,  the 
attendances  at  the  Westerhope  and  Throckley  Centres  have 
been  less  in  1925  than  in  1924,  and  in  addition  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  sickness  occurred  during  the  winter  months, 
which  had  its  effect  upon  the  attendance  at  these  centres. 


A  considerable  quantity  of  dried  milk  and  other  infant 
foods  are  sold  at  the  centres  and  in  certain  necessitous 
cases  distributed  free  of  cost.  The  following  table  indicates 
the  amount  of  the  varying  foods  sold  or  distributed  free. 
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Food. 

Sold. 

Free. 

Total. 

Glaxo  . . 

♦  « 

lbs. 

1643 

lbs. 

164 

tbs. 

1807 

Prescription  — 
Glaxo 

69 

69 

Cow  &  Gate 

•  • 

3216 

274 

3490 

Ambrosia 

•  • 

656 

138 

794 

Dorselia 

,  , 

•  <» 

12 

12 

Horlicks 

•  • 

34 

1 

35 

Total  Milk 

•  • 

5618 

589 

6207 

Virol  . . 

785 

96 

881 

Virol  &  Milk 

•  . 

723 

29 

752 

Virolax 

,  , 

88 

2 

9° 

Cod  Liver  Oil 
and  Malt 

140 

1 1 

151 

Ovaltine 

•  . 

523 

3 

526 

M.O.F. 

•  • 

6 

•  • 

6 

The  number  of  different  kinds  of  foods  distributed  is 
considerable,  but  it  is  found  in  practice  to  be  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  try  many  different  kinds  of  food  in  special 
cases,  where  the  more  popular  kinds  are  unsuitable.  The 
excellent  results  obtained  in  special  cases  by  the  use  of  some 
of  the  lesser  known  foods  are  extraordinary,  and  whilst 
every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  the  true  function  of  the  centre, 
namely,  the  giving  of  advice,  being  overshadowed  by  the 
excessive  distribution  of  food,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
consider  the  varying  needs  of  the  infants,  and  to  a  much 
smaller  degree,  the  prejudices  of  the  parents. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1924,  I  indicated  my  views 
on  this  subject  and  endeavoured  to  emphasize  the  importance 
of  the  breast  feeding  of  infants  wherever  possible,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  the  Health  Visitor  reports  that  many 
mothers  who  have  attended  the  centres  or  who  have  been 
visited  during  the  antenatal  stage,  have  subsequently  been 
able  to  breast  feed  their  babies,  but  who  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  been  unable  to  do  so  without  the  advice 
given. 


The  importance  of  this  subject  cannot  be  over-estimated 
and  I  would  again  quote  the  view  expressed  by  Dr.  Janet 
Claypon  that  “  when  care  is  exercised  and  adequate  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  the  necessary  details,  the  glands  can  in  nearly 
all  cases  be  brought  into  the  required  degree  of  activity,’’ 
and  further,  “  if  the  value  of  natural  feeding  were  realised, 
it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  capacity  for  breast  feed¬ 
ing  would  be  found  to  be  practically  universal  among  the 
women  of  England.” 

This  statement  emphasizes  the  importance  of  antenatal 
care  and  whilst  a  certain  number  of  expectant  mothers  have 
attended  the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  the  percentage  is  low 
and  it  is  in  this  direction  that  I  hope  the  greatest  develop¬ 
ment  will  occur  in  the  near  future. 

The  Health  Visitor  reports  that  there  is  a  continual 
desire  for  advice,  which  in  almost  every  case  is  acted  upon, 
and  that  whilst  a  large  quantity  of  food  is  distributed,  the 
true  function  of  the  centres,  the  giving  of  advice,  is  never 
lost  sight  of  and  it  remains  the  chief  concern,  not  only  of 
the  Health  Visitor  but  of  the  mothers  themselves. 

The  Health  Visitor  considers  that  much  of  the  sickness 
which  occurred  during  1925,  was  due  to  the  serious  over¬ 
crowding  which  exists  in  many  parts  of  the  district.  One 
specific  case  may  be  quoted.  On  making  a  first  visit  to 
an  infant  10  days  old,  Miss  Stead  found  the  family  of  10 
persons  living  and  sleeping  in  one  room,  the  room  in  fact 
in  which  the  confinement  took  place.  It  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  that  sickness  and  ill-health  result  from  conditions 
such  as  these.  Unfortunately  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  immediate  remedy  for  much  cf  the  overcrowing  which 
exists.  Miss  Stead  considers  that  the  continual  unemploy¬ 
ment  throughout  the  district  has  had  a  marked  effect  in 
lowering  the  general  standard  of  living,  which,  in  turn,  has 
had  its  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  children  and  mothers. 

The  importance  of  proper  medical  attention  and  strict 
isolation  of  children  suffering  from  the  commoner  infectious 
diseases,  such  as  measles,  chicken-pox  and  whooping  cough, 
does  not,  Miss  Stead  says,  appear  to  be  adequately  realised 
by  the  public,  and  many  serious  complications  following 
upon  these  diseases  are  due  to  neglect  in  these  respects. 

The  Health  Visitor  receives  considerable  assistance  from 
the  voluntary  workers  who  assist  at  the  centres,  and  it  is 
true  to  say  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  her  to 
carry  on  the  work  without  their  aid.  At  Westerhope,  Mrs. 
Bowden ;  at  Lemington,  Mrs.  Reid,  Mrs.  Stokoe,  Mrs. 
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BJakey,  Mrs.  Kennedy,  Mrs.  jobson  and  Mrs.  Windgate ; 
and  at  Throckley,  Mrs.  Tarbit  and  Miss  Gregory  render 
invaluable  help  and  assistance  to  the  Health  Visitor. 


(d)  MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  three  maternal  deaths  registered  during  the 
year  1925,  and  these  were  the  only  maternal  deaths  that 
have  occurred  during  the  five  years,  1921-1925.  The  death 
rate,  per  1,000  registered  births,  is  7  46. 

It  is  extremely  pleasing  to  note  that  there  have  only 
been  three  maternal  deaths  in  the  district  in  five  years. 

(o)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified  during 
the  year. 

j 

The  following  statement  shews  the  number  of  cases 
notified  during  the  past  five  years. 


1921  ...  3 

1922  ...  2 

1923  ...  — 

1 924  •••  3 

1925  ...  1 


The  case  notified  in  1925  was  treated  at  home,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  year  the  vision  was  unimpaired. 

ANDREW  MESSER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


MAY ,  1926. 


Newburn  Urban  District  Council. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1925. 

In  conformity  with  Circular  648  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  present  a  Survey 
Report  for  the  five  years,  1921-1925,  wherever  the  inform¬ 
ation  and  statistics  available  have  rendered  such  a  course 
practicable. 

I  would  particularly  direct  your  attention  to  the 
section  of  the  Report  dealing  with  the  “  Inspection  and 
Supervision  of  Food,”  included  in  which  will  be  found 
details  of  the  operation  oi  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Reg¬ 
ulations,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April.  This 
work  has  occupied  at  least  one-third  of  my  time,  but  the 
results  as  shewn  in  my  report  indicate,  I  am  sure,  the 
value  of  this  work.  I  regret  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  devote  greater  time  to  the  question  of  the  Milk  Supply, 
but  in  1926  I  hope  to  be  able  to  deal  at  much  greater 
length  with  this  work.  The  importance  of  the  adequate 
inspection  and  control  of  the  food  supplies  of  the  district 
cannot  be  over-estimated,  and  I  feel  that  the  ever  increas¬ 
ing  amount  of  time  devoted  to  this  branch  of  the  work 
is  amply  repaid.  The  matter  is  largely  one  of  education,  and 
it  is  at  times  difficult  to  commit  on  to  paper  the  exact 
results  of  much  of  the  time  and  labour  spent  in  dealing 
with  work  of  this  kind. 
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Rather  less  time  has  been  devoted  to  housing  work, 
as  I  feel  it  is  useless  to  continue  inspecting  property 
which  is  totally  unfit  for  habitation,  when  there  is  no 
possibility  of  closing  such  property  owing  to  lack  of  altern¬ 
ative  accommodation. 

Immediately  the  financial  condition  of  the  district 
improves,  I  would  strongly  urge  the  Council  to  proceed 
with  the  abolition  of  all  the  existing  privies  throughout 
the  district,  an  I  substitute  wash-down  pedestal  water-closets 
and  galvanized  iron  dustbins.  Such  a  step  is  urgently 
needed,  more  particularly  as  many  of  the  privies  are 
becoming  defective  and  it  is  not  desirable  that  money 
should  be  expended  upon  them  to  improve  a  convenience 
that  is  unhygienic  and  insanitary,  even  in  its  best  form, 
when  found  in  urban  districts. 

The  clerical  duties  connected  with  the  work  of  the 
Department  continue  to  increase,  and  at  least  one-third  of 
my  time  is  fully  occupied  with  this  work.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Committee  to  consider  the  appointment 
of  a  clerical  assistant  in  the  near  future. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


(a)  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Co.,  whose  mains  provide  a  constant 
supply  of  water,  of  good  uniform  quality,  to  all  parts  of 
the  district,  with  the  exception  of  several  out-lying  farms 
and  cottages. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  regarding 
the  water  supply  during  the  year. 


(b)  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  southern  boundary  of  the  district  is  formed  by 
the  River  Tyne,  and  in  addition  there  are  a  number  of 
streams  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

These  have  been  subject  to  frequent  inspection  and 
have  been  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory.  In  one 
instance,  sewage  pollution,  due  to  a  defective  sewer,  was 
detected  and  remedied  by  repair  of  the  sewer. 
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(c)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

(1 )  Drainage. 

The  general  character  of  the  drainage  throughout  the 
district  is  good,  with  the  exception  of  the  older  property, 
much  of  which  is  unsatisfactory.  During  the  year  num¬ 
erous  complaints  respecting  defective  drainage  have  been 
received  and  dealt  with. 

( 2)  Sewerage. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  provided  with 
sewers,  all  of  good  construction  and  sufficient  for  the  work 
required. 

Numerous  complaints  have  been  received  in  the  past 
of  nuisance  arising  from  cesspools  in  Highfleld  Road, 
Westerhope,  and  following  a  recommendation  to  the  Health 
Committee,  negotiations  were  in  progress  at  the  close  of 
the  year  for  the  provision  of  an  adequate  sewer,  to  which 
all  the  property  in  the  road  will  be  drained,  and  the 
cesspools  abolished. 

(3)  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  whole  of  the  sewage  of  the  district  discharges 
into  the  tidal  River  Tyne,  below  low  water,  after  prelimin¬ 
ary  screening,  and  has  been  conducted  without  complaint 
during  the  year. 

{d)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  the  various 
types  of  sanitary  convenience  in  use  in  the  district  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 


District. 

Water 

Closets. 

Pail 

Closets. 

Privies 

and 

Earth 

Closets. 

Total. 

Newborn  . . 

849 

365 

1214 

Lemington 

867 

— 

611 

1478 

Throckley  . . 

247 

— 

258 

505 

Wal bottle  .. 

182 

- — ■ 

429 

6 1 1 

Westerhope 

53 

17 

410 

480 

Totals 

2198 

17 

2073 

4288 
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No  definite  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  the  privies 
has  yet  been  formulated  and  at  present  the  work  of  con¬ 
version  of  this  objectionable  type  of  convenience  is  almost 
at  a  standstill.  It  is  very  necessary  that  as  soon  as  the 
financial  condition  of  the  district  improves  a  comprehensive 
scheme  of  conversion  should  be  undertaken. 

During  the  period  1921-1925,  the  following  conversions 
have  taken  place : — 


1921 

. . . 

43 

1922 

. . . 

2 

1923 

... 

a 

J924 

... 

12 

1925 

5 

Total 

65 

In  all  cases  a  wash-down  pedestal  water-closet,  with 
syphonic  flushing  apparatus  is  provided  in  substitution  of 
the  privy  closet,  and  either  a  portable  galvanised  iron  or 
a  wall  tipping  bin,  for  the  reception  of  domestic  refuse, 
in  lieu  of  the  midden. 


0)  SCAVENGING. 

Tne  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
direct  labour  under  the  supervision  of  the  surveyor,  dustbins 
being  emptied  weekly  and  privy  middens  and  ashpits 
weekly  or  fortnightly. 


The  number  of  the  varying  types  of  refuse  receptacles 
in  use  in  the  district  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  as  follows: 


District. 

Privy 

Middens. 

Ashpits. 

Dustbins. 

Total. 

Tipping. 

Portable. 

Newburn 

365 

49 

5° 

7M 

1178 

Lemington 

611 

210 

264 

318 

M°3 

Throckley 

258 

100 

3 

85 

446 

Walbottle 

429 

*9 

103 

44 

595 

Westerhope  . . 

410 

16 

— 

3i 

457  ! 

Total 

20  73 

394 

420 

1192 

4079  1 
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During  the  year,  18,973  loads,  equal  to  an  estimated 
weight  of  16,127  tons,  of  domestic  refuse  were  collected 
and  disposed  of,  about  two-thirds  being  tipped  and  the 
remainder  used  by  farmers  for  agricultural  purposes. 

There  were  nine  separate  tips  in  use  in  the  district 
during  1925.  In  July,  the  attention  of  the  Committee  was 
drawn  to  the  Circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated 
26th  July,  1922,  respecting  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  nuisances  arising  from  refuse  tips,  and  as  a  result 
thereof  greater  attention  is  now  paid  to  the  Council’s  tips 
and  large  quantities  of  disinfecting  powder  applied  thereto. 
In  addition  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  rats  therein,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
section  of  this  Report  dealing  with  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act. 

It  has  not  yet  been  found  possible  to  proceed  with 
the  conversion  of  any  fixed  ashpits  to  moveable  dustbins. 


(/)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


(l)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections , 


During  the  year  1925,  the 
paid  : — 


Premises. 


following  visits  have  been 


No.  of  Visits. 


Housing  Inspections  under  the  Regu¬ 
lations  of  1910  and  1923 

Visits  and  re-visits  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Visits  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk 
shop 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses 
Visits  to  bakehouses... 

Miscellaneous  visits  ... 

Visits  to  infectious  cases 
Visits  re  disinfection 


53 

814 

34 

59i 

87 


247 

187 


1 597 


434 


Total 


2031 
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(2)  Number  of  Notices  Served. 

To  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal 
of  conditions  dangerous  to  health,  the  following  notices  were 
served,  letters  issued,  and  interviews  held  :  — 

Preliminary  Notices...  ...  ...  go 

Letters  or  Interviews  ...  ...  366 


Total  ...  456 

Statutory  Notices  : — 

Sec.  36,  P.H.A.,  1875  ...  ...  1 

Sec.  39,  PTI.A.A.  Act,  1907  ...  3 

Total  ...  4 

(3)  Record  of  Nuisances  Abated. 

The  following  statement  shows  details  of  the  work 
carried  out  as  a  result  of  the  action  taken  above,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department. 

Drainage — 

Defective  yard  drain  repaired  ...  ...  9 

Yard  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  16 

Yard  gully  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Old  drains  cut  off  ...  ...  ...  3 

Passage  gully  cleansed  ...  ...  12 

Street  gully  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Passage  sewer  cleansed  ...  ...  1 

New  gullies  provided  ...  ...  ...  6 

Inspection  chamber  provided  ...  ...  2 

Fresh  Air  Inlet  provided  ...  ...  1 

Intercepting  chamber  reconstructed  ...  1 

Soilpipe  and  vent-shaft  erected...  ...  2 

Cesspool  cleansed  and  emptied  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

Watercloset  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Watercloset  compartment  repaired  ...  1 

Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  5 

Waterclosets  provided  , .  ...  ...  7 

W.C.  cistern  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  cistern  provided.,  ...  ...  8 

W.C.  cleansed  ...  ...  ..  40 
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Refuse  Receptacles — 

Privy  midden  abolished  ...  ...  6 

Portable  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  20 

Wall  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ashpits  improperly  used  ...  ...  7 

Ashpit  door  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  ...  2 

Housing — 

Yard  surface  repaired  ...  ...  ...  14 

Yard  wall  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  sink  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sink  made  secure  ...  ...  ..  2 

Waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Brickwork  pointed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ceiling  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

House  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nuisance  from  dampness  abated  ...  13 

Fireplace  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Kitchen  oven  repaired...  ..  ...  1 

Wash  boiler  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Staircase  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  tap  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  dead  rats  abated  ...  1 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous — • 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals  ...  8 

Filthy  stable  yard  cleansed  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds ,  Dairies  and  Milkshops — 

Cowshed  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  5 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed  ...  1 

Water  supply  improved  ...  ...  1 

Drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Slaughterhouses — 

Slaughterhouse  cleansed  and  limewashed  8 

Offal  removed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed  ...  2 

Roof  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  drain  cleansed...  ...  ...  1 
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Bakehouses — 


Cleansed  and  lime  washed  ...  ...  5 

Offensive  Trades — 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Receptacles  provided  for  refuse  ...  1 

Premises  provided  with  additional  means 

of  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  1 


(g)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Owing  to  trade  depression,  many  of  the  works  are 
not  in  operation  and  in  addition  a  large  number  of  chim¬ 
neys  are  connected  to  exempted  furnaces.  In  consequence 
of  this  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action 
regarding  smoke  abatement  during  the  year.  No  complaints 
have  been  received  and  no  observations  taken. 


(h)  SCHOOLS. 

The  whole  of  the  schools  in  the  district  have  been 
inspected  and  numerous  defects  were  reported  to  the 
Education  Authoritv  and  School  Managers  concerned. 

j  O 

No  serious  attempt  has  been  made  to  remedy  the  defects, 
and  the  conditions  at  Throckley  and  East  Denton  are 
particularly  bad,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  erection  of 
new  school  buildings  is  likely  in  these  two  districts  at  an 
early  date.  These  are  urgently  needed. 

The  practice  of  providing  school  playgrounds  which 
are  not  completely  paved  and  adequately  drained  is  to  be 
deprecated,  resulting,  as  it  does,  in  water  stagnating  or 
the  formation  of  much  dust,  in  both  cases  having  a  serious 
affect  upon  the  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  scholars. 


(i)  PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  1 20  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  dated  15th  August,  1920,  the  four  cinemas  in  the 
district  have  been  periodically  visited  ;  in  all  12  visits 
have  been  paid. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  in  con¬ 
nection  therewith  : — 

Watercloset  compartment  provided  with 

means  of  permanent  ventilation  ...  7 

Watercloset  compartment  effectually 

screened  from  the  stage  ...  ...  1 


At  the  close  of  the  year  action  was  in  progress  with 
regard  to  several  defects  at  one  cinema. 


(j)  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

During  the  year  20  visits  have  been  paid  to  work¬ 
shops,  including  bakehouses,  all  of  which  are  found  to 
be  generally  satisfactory. 

In  five  cases,  bakehouses  have  been  cleansed  and 
limewashed,  and  eight  rooms  at  two  workshops  have  been 
disinfected  on  account  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


(k)  RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Continual  efforts  have  been  made  to  deal  with  nuisances 
arising  from  rats,  and  informal  action  has  been  taken 
under  the  above  Act. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  stables  have  been 
frequently  visited  and  may  be  said  to  be  practically  free 
from  rats  at  the  close  of  the  year,  as  a  result  of  continual 
supervision  and  attention. 

As  a  result  of  action  taken  by  the  Department  during 
the  year,  388  rats  are  known  to  have  been  killed. 

Various  poisonous  baits,  traps,  etc.,  have  been  used, 
and  the  red  squill  and  barium  carbonate  baits  recommended 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  have  been 
found  to  be  very  effective,  particularly  the  former.  Pre¬ 
scriptions  for  rat  baits  have  been  issued  in  a  large  number 
of  cases. 

National  Rat  Week  was  held  from  the  2nd  to  7th 
November,  and  the  objects  of  the  week  were  advertised 
by  public  poster  and  the  services  of  a  rat-catcher  retained 
for  special  attention  to  the  Council’s  tips  and  property. 


Whilst  the  value  of  a  special  Rat  Week  is  extremely 
useful  as  a  means  to  focus  public  attention  upon  the 
importance  of  rat  destruction,  its  efforts  are  useless  unless 
followed  up  by  regular  and  systematic  inspection  of  all 
possible  infected  premises,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken 
to  destroy  any  rats  found.  With  this  object  in  view  the 
Council  have  retained  the  services  of  a  rat-catcher,  from 
year  to  year,  as  from  ist  January,  1926,  whose  duties 
include  the  regular  and  systematic  inspection  of  all  refuse 
tips  and  other  possible  places  of  likely  rat  infestation. 
It  is  anticipated  that  this  arrangement  will  result  in 
greater  permanent  value  than  a  special  effort  made  only 
once  in  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

{a)  GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 


(l)  General  Housing  Conditions. 

In  common  with  other  districts  of  a  similar  character, 
the  general  housing  conditions  leave  much  to  be  desired. 
The  whole  of  the  houses  consist  of  working  class  property 
and  considerable  overcrowding  is  present,  and  also  many 
unfit  houses,  a  considerable  number  of  which  cannot  be 
made  fit  without  entire  reconstruction. 

Some  indication  of  the  extent  of  overcrowding  and 
the  unfitness  of  many  of  the  houses  is  given  in  the  sub¬ 
sequent  sections  of  this  part  of  the  Report. 

In  the  following  paragraph  details  of  the  housing 
schemes  undertaken  by  the  Council  are  given. 

The  policy  of  erecting  houses  for  sale,  which  the 
Council  have  now  adopted,  is  one  which  should  commend 
itself  to  all  classes  of  the  public.  For  the  outlay  of  a 
comparatively  small  capital  sum  and  a  weekly  payment  of 
a  sum  only  slightly  in  excess  of  the  rental  of  many  of  the 
Council’s  tenancy  houses,  purchasers  are  able  to  become 
possessed  of  a  house  of  their  own,  with  every  accom¬ 
modation.  This  policy  seems  to  be  the  one  most  suited 
to  assist  in  the  solution  of  the  present  housing  difficulty, 
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particularly  as  it  is  always  found  that  houses  in  the 
occupation  of  the  owners  are  invariably  in  a  much  better 
state  of  repair  than  other  houses  not  occupied  by  the 
owners.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  is  concerned  with  the  fitness  of  houses,  the 
purchase  of  houses  by  persons  for  their  own  occupation 
is  a  scheme  of  great  value.  Moreover,  this  practice 
assists  in  the  stabilisation  of  the  rateable  value  of  the 
district,  which  is  an  end  much  to  be  desired  in  these 
times  of  trade  depression,  because  districts  whose  rateable 
value  is  derived  mainly  from  a  permanent  or  practically 
non-variable  source,  are  able  to  maintain  their  various 
services  and  carry  out  their  different  functions  without 
great  fluctuations  in  the  rate  necessary  to  meet  the  ex¬ 
penditure  incurred  in  the  maintenance  of  such  services. 

In  Newburn,  the  trade  depression  has  adversely  affected 
the  rateable  value,  and  considerable  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  maintaining  the  rate  at  its  present  low 
figure. 


( 2 )  Extent  of  Shortage  or  Excess  of  Houses. 

There  is,  and  has  been,  a  definite  shortage  of  houses, 
throughout  the  area  of  the  district. 

In  1914,  there  were  3,632  houses,  and  these  were  then 
totally  insufficient  to  meet  the  housing  needs  of  the 
district  in  that  year. 

In  1925,  there  were  4,248  houses,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  there  is  a  shortage  of  approximately  3,000  houses, 
allocated  under  the  following  headings  : — ■ 

Balance  of  applications  received  by 

the  Housing  Committee  ...  2,100 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  500 

Unfit  houses  to  be  closed...  ...  400 


3,000 

In  addition,  approximately  70  houses  are  required  per 
annum  to  meet  the  ordinary  increase  of  population. 


(3)  Measures  taken  to  meet  Shortage. 

Up  to  the  31st  December,  1925,  the  Council  had 
built  and  had  occupied  531  houses,  248  at  Lemington  and 
283  at  Newburn.  27  Additional  houses  were  in  course  of 
erection  at  Newburn,  making  a  total  of  558. 


52 


Included  in  the  283  built  at  Newburn  are  31  houses 
built  under  the  Act  of  1923,  for  sale,  and  a  further  27 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  close  of  the  year,  to 
complete  the  scheme  of  58  houses. 

Proposals  were  under  consideration  at  the  close  of 
the  year  for  the  commencement  of  a  scheme  at  Wester- 
hope,  and  it  is  expected  that  a  start  will  be  made  early 


in  1926,  with  58  houses  lor  sale. 

In  addition,  85  houses  have  been 

erected  by 

private 

enterprise  since  1914,  as  under  : — 

1915 

22 

1916 

I5 

1917 

— 

1918 

— 

1919 

— 

1920 

— 

1921 

10 

1922 

1 

1923 

1 1 

1924 

20 

1925 

6 

Total 

85 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  whilst  a  total 

of  616 

houses  have  been  erected  since  1914, 

this  number 

is  not 

sufficient  to  meet  the  normal  demands 

due  to  increase  in 

population,  based  on  an  estimated  annual  requirement  of 
70  houses.  As,  however,  579  of  the  total  616  houses 
were  erected  between  the  years  1921 -1925,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  normal  requirements  have  been  met  and  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  arrears  dealt  with  during  that  period.  It 
is  obvious,  however,  that  it  will  be  many  years  before 
the  deficiency  is  fully  made  good. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  efforts  of  the  Council  to 
deal  with  the  shortage  of  houses  in  the  area  have  been 
considerable,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  other  urban 
district  of  similar  size  and  rateable  value  has  as  many 
houses  already  tenanted, 


(4)  Changes  in  Population. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  Survey  Report, 
there  has  been  no  important  change  in  population. 
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The  Census  Returns  of  1921  shew  that  43*1  per  cent, 
of  the  male  population  over  12  years  of  age,  are  engaged 
in  the  mining  industry  and  19*2  per  cent,  in  the  engin¬ 
eering  industr)7,  so  that  62*3  per  cent,  of  the  working 
male  population  are  engaged  in  trades  which  have  suffered 
severely  from  the  trade  depression  which  has  been  ex¬ 
perienced  almost  throughout  the  whole  of  the  period 
1921-1925. 

The  difficulties  experienced  in  maintaining  a  more  or 
less  stable  rateable  value  and  rate  during  the  period  of 
fluctation  have  been  very  great,  and  the  Council  are 
wisely  endeavouring  to  stabilise  the  rateable  value  as 
much  as  possible,  and  the  erection  of  houses  for  occu¬ 
pation  by  the  purchasers  is  one  step  in  this  direction. 

It  is  anticipated,  therefore,  that  the  future  will  wit¬ 
ness  an  expansion  of  the  district  more  on  residential  than 
on  industrial  lines,  and  with  increased  facilities  for  the 
benefit  and  use  of  the  residents,  such  as  the  provision 
of  recreation  and  sports  grounds,  etc.,  this  object  will, 
no  doubt,  be  gradually  attained. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  any  industrial  development 
will  occur  in  the  near  future  so  as  to  materially  affect 
the  population.  Any  improvement  in  trade  will  simply 
absorb  labour  at  present  unemployed. 


(b)  OVERCROWDING. 


(/)  Extent. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  serious  over¬ 
crowding  exists  in  many  parts  of  the  district,  although 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  anything  like  an  accurate  estimation 
of  its  real  extent. 

Unfortunately,  experience  again  and  again  indicates 
that  much  of  the  more  serious  overcrowding  exists  in 
property  of  a  very  low  standard,  much  of  which  is  totally 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  much  less  overcrowding. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  approximately  500  houses 
are  required  to  relieve  overcrowding. 

In  1922,  there  were  796  tenements  with  more  than  two 
occupants  per  room  and  in  414  houses  intended  for  one 
family,  two  or  more  families  were  in  occupation. 
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In  the  Council’s  own  houses,  at  least  50  per  cent, 
are  occupied  by  more  than  one  family. 

(. 2 )  Causes. 

The  cause  of  the  overcrowding  is,  in  the  main,  the 
general  housing  shortage  resulting  from  the  cessation  of 
building  from  1914  to  1921.  In  other  cases  it  is  due 
primarily  to  unemployment  extending  over  a  number  of 
years,  which  renders  the  payment  of  a  full  rent  difficult. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  in  a  number  of  cases 
sub-tenants  are  paying  an  exhorbitant  rental  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  provided. 


(3)  Measures  for  dealing  with  Overcrowding. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  take  much  definite  action 
for  dealing  with  overcrowding,  owing,  in  the  first  place, 
to  the  shortage  of  alternative  accommodation,  and, 
secondly,  to  continued  unemployment,  which  makes  the 
payment  of  a  full  rental  difficult. 

The  service  of  statutory  notices  is  of  very  little  value, 
inasmuch  as  subsequent  resort  to  legal  proceedings 
would  be  futile,  owing  to  the  lack  of  sympathy  of  the 
Bench,  and  the  absolute  impossibility  of  finding  altern¬ 
ative  accommodation. 

In  a  few  cases  informal  action  has  resulted  in  the 
overcrowding  being  abated,  and  in  a  number  of  instances 
co-operation  with  the  Housing  Department  has  achieved 
a  similar  result. 

In  the  remainder  of  the  cases,  no  action  has  been 

possible. 

(• 4 )  Pr  ■inciple  Cases  of  Overcrowding . 

The  table  on  page  20,  in  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  Report,  gives  details  of  some  of  these  cases,  where 
infectious  diseases  have  occurred.  That  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  is  not 

to  be  wondered  at,  when  the  conditions  are  such  as  the 

table  indicates. 

A  large  number  of  tenements  exist  in  various  parts 
of  the  district,  composed  chiefly  of  two  flats,  one  on  the 

ground  floor  and  one  on  the  first  floor,  the  majority 
having  one  living  room  and  two  sleeping  rooms,  together  with 
a  small  scullery. 
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In  a  large  number  of  these  tenements  there  are  two 
or  more  families,  and  whilst  the  actual  number  of  persons 
may  only  be  slightly  in  excess  of  two  per  room,  the 
accommodation  provided  is  totally  insufficient  for  more 
than  one  family. 


(c)  FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

(/)  General  Standard  of  Housing  and  Character  of 
Defects  Found . 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses,  which  results  in 
overcrowding,  some  indication  of  the  extent  of  which  is 
given  in  the  previous  section,  and  to  the  industrial  de¬ 
pression,  which  has  affected  owners  of  property,  much  of 
the  property  in  the  district  is  in  need  of  repair  to  bring 
it  up  to  a  reasonable  standard  of  fitness. 

In  general,  the  houses  in  the  district  are  of  good 
construction  and  not  in  need  of  extensive  repair,  but 
there  is  every  indication  that  minor  repairs  have  not 
received  the  attention  due,  during  the  past  few  years. 

The  general  character  of  defects  found  is  shewn  in 
the  previous  part  of  the  Report  dealing  with  the  “  Sanitary 
Inspection  of  the  District.” 

From  these  details  the  minor  character  of  many  of 
the  defects  is  evident. 

In  addition  to  the  property  included  in  the  remarks 
above,  there  are  approximately  400  houses  in  the  district, 
which  are  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  which 
cannot  be  made  fit  without  entire  reconstruction.  These 
houses  are  situate  at  Bells  Close,  Low  Lemington,  Denton 
Burn,  Newburn,  North  Walbottle,  Walbottle  and  Throckley. 

The  defects  at  these  houses  include  general  dampness 
and  absence  of  damp-proof  coursing,  defective  or  in¬ 
sufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  and  structural  defects 
affecting  floors,  walls,  ceilings,  and  all  fittings.  Many  of 
these  houses  are  of  the  cottage  type  and  approximately 
100  years  old,  and  they  have  long  since  served  their  day 
and  generation.  Owing  to  the  housing  shortage,  it  is  useless 
to  proceed  with  the  issue  of  Closing  Orders,  as  there  is 
no  alternative  accommodation  for  any  tenants  displaced. 
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(; 2)  Management  and  Supervision  of  Property. 

A  large  number  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  the 
property  of  the  Colliery  Companies  or  the  Steel  Company, 
and  considering  the  industrial  conditions  and  difficult 
financial  position  of  their  businesses,  such  property  is 
kept  in  very  good  order  by  the  owners  concerned. 

Much  of  the  colliery  property  is  not  of  the  best,  but 
whilst  little  can  be  done  at  the  present  in  the  way  of 
improvements  there  is  every  indication  that  the  Companies 
are  alive  to  the  alterations  that  may  be  done  to  improve 
their  property  in  more  normal  times. 

During  the  year  improvements  have  proceeded  at  one 
row  of  colliery  houses,  including  the  conversion  of  the 
privies,  the  addition  of  sculleries  and  separate  yards,  and 
the  making  up  of  the  back  street.  Improvements  of 
this  kind  will  make  much  of  the  colliery  property  quite 
suitable  and  fit  houses. 

Generally  speaking  the  owners  of  property  through¬ 
out  the  district  execute  any  work  which  the  Council  may 
require  in  as  expeditious  a  manner  as  possible.  That 

no  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  in  1925  is  testimony 

of  this  fact. 

The  importance  of  owners  supervising  their  property 
regularly,  with  a  view  to  the  early  detection  of  defects, 

cannot  be  over-estimated.  It  is  obviously  easier  and 
much  less  costly  to  make  good  defects  immediately  they 
appear,  than  to  delay  until  the  defects  have  become 

extensive.  Moreover,  whilst  the  original  defect  may  be 
due  to  fair  wear  and  tear,  it  is  certain  that  many  tenants 

rapidly  make  such  a  defect  extensive.  It  is  suggested, 

therefore,  that  owners  of  property  should  pay  greater 
attention  to  the  condition  of  their  property,  beyond  the 
mere  collection  of  rent,  and  they  ought  never  to  ignore  a 
complaint  from  a  tenant.  Neglect  to  investigate  such  a 

complaint  may  be  costly  to  them  in  the  long  run. 

Certain  of  the  defects  found  are  undoubtedly  due  to 

the  carelessness  or  neglect  of  the  tenants.  It  is  of  the 

utmost  importance  that  tenants  should  report  defects  im¬ 

mediately  to  their  landlords,  and,  failing  his  attention,  to 
the  Health  Department,  in  order  that  immediate  steps 
may  be  taken  to  remedy  the  defects. 

The  Health  Department  exists  for  the  service  of 
each  member  of  the  community,  and  complaints  may  be 
made  with  perfect  confidence  that  the  origin  of  the  in¬ 

formation  will  not  be  disclosed. 
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(3)  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

The  whole  of  the  action  taken  in  regard  to  housing 
during  1925  has  been  informal  action  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

In  the  section  of  this  report  dealing  with  the 
“Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District,”  full  details  of  the 
work  done  are  given. 


(4)  Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  during 
1925. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  powers  contained  in  section 
3  of  the  Act  of  1925  will  prove  useful  in  securing  the 
repair  of  property  and  this  section  will  no  doubt  be  put 
into  operation  in  1926. 


(4)  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

No  information  or  complaints  were  received  respecting 
unhealthy  areas. 

A  preliminary  report  was  submitted  to  the  Health 
Committee  towards  the  close  of  the  year  respecting  one 
area  suitable  for  attention  as  an  unhealthy  area  at  some 
future  date. 


(e)  BYE-LAWS. 


(/)  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

The  bye  laws  respecting  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
adopted  in  September,  1924,  have  worked  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year. 
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(/)  MISCELLANEOUS. 

(/)  Domestic  Refuse. 

There  is  evidence  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the 
domestic  refuse  produced  and  removed  in  the  district,  is 
of  a  combustible  character,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  regret 
that  the  householders  do  not  realise  the  value  of  such 
refuse  as  a  fuel,  and  the  saving  which  would  result  to 
the  Council  by  the  exclusion  of  such  from  the  refuse 
receptacles. 

As  the  whole  of  the  refuse  of  the  district,  excluding 
a  small  percentage  used  by  farmers,  is  tipped,  any  ex¬ 
cessive  amount  of  paper,  etc.,  causes  considerable  nuisance. 

It  is  the  duty  of  all  householders  to  burn  all  waste 
paper,  waste  scraps  of  food,  and  other  combustible  material, 
and  to  retain  the  refuse  receptacle  for  dry  incombustible 
matter  only.  On  no  account  should  any  wet  material 
be  placed  in  dustbins  or  refuse  receptacles. 


(g)  HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

The  following  statistics  indicate  the  work  done  in  con¬ 
nection  with  housing  during  the  year  1925. 


(l)  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(b)  With  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  31 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  6 


(2)  Unfit  Houses. 

( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  390 

( b )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in¬ 

spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or 
the  Consolidated  Housing  Regulations,  1925  38 
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(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  147 


(3)  R  emedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  135 


(4)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(а)  Proceedings  under  section  3,  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 

intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(б)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  4 


(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15, 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 
to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ... 


•  •  • 


Nil 
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(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 


dwelling-house  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 


(/)  Cowsheds ,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register,  19 
producers  (17  of  whom  are  also  retailers),  and  26  retailers 
of  milk. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  owing  to  pressure  of  other 
work,  greater  time  and  attention  was  not  possible  to  the 
work  of  milk  control,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  in  the 
near  future  it  will  be  possible  to  devote  more  time  to  this 
work,  and  with  this  object  in  view  it  is  hoped  that  early 
in  1926  will  be  seen  the  issue  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders, 
under  section  1  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915,  in  order  to  strengthen  the  position  of  the 
Council  for  dealing  with  the  milk  supply. 

From  the  work  done  in  1925  it  is  obvious  that  the 
general  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced  and 
retailed  in  the  district  are  far  from  satisfactory.  In  many 
cases  the  byres  wherein  the  cows  are  housed  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  are  very  unsatisfactory,  and  add  greatly  to 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  production  of  clean  milk. 
Present  economic  conditions  preclude  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  in  this  direction,  but  it  is  essential  that  some 
alterations  should  be  made  as  early  as  possible. 
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Whilst  the  structural  requirements  of  byres  is  of  im¬ 
portance,  too  much  attention  has  undoubtedly  been  paid  in 
the  past  to  this  point,  with  an  almost  total  disregard  to  the 
question  of  methods  of  milk  production,  and  it  is  true  to 
say,  in  fact  it  has  been  proved  over  and  over  again,  that 
clean  milk  can  be  and  is  produced  in  poor  buildings,  pro¬ 
vided  the  methods  of  production  and  control  of  the  milk 
are  satisfactory. 

At  the  present  time  the  approximate  average  comsump- 
tion  of  fresh  milk  in  this  country  is  something  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  one-third  of  a  pint  per  day  per  head  of 
population,  as  compared  with  an  amount  three  or  four 
times  greater  in  America  and  some  European  countries. 
This  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  may  be  said  to  be  due, 
very  largely,  to  the  poor  keeping  qualities  of  fresh  milk, 

which  in  its  turn  is  due  entirely  to  the  contamination  of 

the  milk  by  sour-producing  bacteria. 

The  production  of  milk  which  will  keep  for  a  reasonable 
length  of  time  is  only  possible  by  the  strict  observance  of 
certain  methods,  chief  of  which  are  as  follows,  viz. :  — 

(i)  The  byres  must  be  thoroughly  cleansed  of  all 

dung,  soiled  bedding,  etc.,  each  day,  but  NOT 
immediately  before  milking. 

(ii)  The  udders  and  hind  quarters  of  the  cows  must 

be  thoroughly  groomed  before  milking,  using 

warm  water.  Provided  attention  to  grooming  is 

regular,  the  extra  time  involved  is  almost 
negligible. 

(iii)  The  stools  used  by  the  milkers  must  be 

thoroughly  cleansed  before  being  used,  as  being 
often  moved  during  the  process  of  milking  and 
the  milker’s  hands  coming  in  contact  therewith, 
any  contamination  on  the  stool  is  easily  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  milk. 

(iv)  All  milk  pails  and  other  milk  vessels  must  be 

thoroughly  sterilized  before  and  after  use. 
Efficient  sterilization  can  only  be  done  by  using 
steam,  which  does  not  necessarily  require  elaborate 
and  expensive  apparatus  for  its  production. 

(v)  Before  milking,  the  milkers  must  wash  their  hands 

thoroughly,  and  then  proceed  with  the  milking 
immediately,  without  touching  anything  in  the 
byre. 

(vi)  Immediately  a  cow  has  been  milked,  the  milker 

must  remove  the  milk  to  the  dairy,  and  it  must 
at  once  be  cooled. 
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(vii)  Wherever  possible  the  milk  should  be  bottled  on 
the  farm  immediately  it  has  been  cooled. 

(viii)  The  cows  should  not  be  fed  until  the  completion 
of  milking. 

By  the  adoption  of  simple  rules  of  this  kind,  it  is  within 
the  range  of  almost  every  farmer  to  produce  clean  milk, 
which  will  be  free  from  bacteria  of  a  pathogenic  character, 
and  which  will  keep  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time  in 
spite  of  varying  climatic  conditions  and  consequent  vari¬ 
ations  in  temperature. 

In  dealing  with  the  question  of  dirt  in  milk,  one  is 
often  met  with  the  statement  that  the  milk  on  a  particular 
farm  is  ‘  strained,’  and  in  fact  the  results  of  the  straining 
may  be  shown.  It  is  difficult  in  these  cases  to  convince 
the  farmer  that  the  visible  dirt  removed  by  the  strainer  is 
unimportant  as  compared  to  the  invisible  dirt  that  is  in¬ 
troduced  along  with  that  which  has  been  removed,  but 
which  passes  through  any  straining  material  with  ease,  and, 
which  is  all-important,  being  the  cause  of  milk  souring. 

It  is  very  often  found  at  farms  where  milk  is  produced 
that  there  is  an  almost  complete  lack  of  attention  in  the 
byres,  which  are  so  frequently  found  unsatisfactory,  but  that 
the  condition  of  the  dairy  is  good.  It  is  a  great  pity  that 
any  attempt  at  protecting  the  milk  against  contamination 
is  only  taken  AFTER  it  has  already  become  heavily  con¬ 
taminated. 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  regret  that  the  public  do  not 
realise  the  importance  of  a  clean  milk  supply,  and  demand 
that  they  should  be  supplied  with  milk,  not  only  of  good 
quality  as  regards  fat  and  non-fatty  solid  content,  but  of 
good  keeping  quality,  that  is,  milk  which  is  clean.  If  the 

public  would  demand  clean  milk,  the  work  of  sanitary 

authorities  in  securing  it  would  be  considerably  assisted  and 
rapid  improvements  would  result. 

(2)  Tab  ere  ul  os  is  Order ,  1925. 

The  re-introduction  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance,  and  should  result  in  the  elimination  of 
a  considerable  number  of  tubercular  dairy  cows. 

The  Order,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  Sept., 
1925,  is  being  actively  operated  by  the  County  Council  and, 
I  am  able  to  record  that  three  cows  were  slaughtered  under 

the  Order,  in  this  district,  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
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(j)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order ,  1923. 

During  the  year  1925,  no  license  or  applications  therefor 
were  received.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  no  demand 
for  any  of  the  Graded  milks  in  this  district. 

(4)  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act ,  1922. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  refuse  registration,  or 
remove  from  the  register  a  person  previously  registered, 
under  section  1  of  the  above  Act. 


(5)  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  heading  during  the  year. 


(b)  MEAT, 

(/)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  important  set  of  Regulations,  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  which  became  operative  on  1st 
April,  1925,  have  been  administered  throughout  the  district 
as  effectively  as  possible,  and  I  estimate  that  at  least  one- 
third  of  my  time  is  spent  in  this  work. 

The  chief  provisions  of  the  Regulations  were  advertised 
by  public  posters  and  full  details  supplied  to  butchers  and 
occupiers  of  slaughterhouses,  some  time  prior  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Regulations,  with  the  result  that  they 
were  complied  with  from  the  date  of  operation. 


With  a  view  to  assisting  occupiers  of  slaughterhouses 
to  give  the  requisite  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  animals 
intended  for  sale  for  human  food,  books  of  printed  forms 
were  supplied,  together  with  addressed  envelopes,  and  these 
have  assisted  very  considerably  in  the  smooth  working  of 
the  Regulations. 


The  following  summary  shows  the  extent  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Regulations  from  1st  April  to  31st  December. 


No.  of  notices  received — 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 

(b)  Other  premises 

No.  of  visits  paid — 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 

(b)  Other  premises 


54 1 
5  f 


592 


550 

H 


59i 
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No.  of  beast  carcasses  examined 
No.  of  sheep  carcasses  examined 
No.  of  pig  carcasses  examined... 

Percentage  of  all  carcasses  examined  as 
compared  to  number  slaughtered 


4°4 

989 

398 


1791 


86.7 


As  a  result  of  these  inspections  and  examinations,  134 
separate  lots  of  diseased  or  unsound  conditions  were  dis¬ 
covered  and  the  carcasses  or  organs  dealt  with.  Details  of 


these  conditions  are  given  below. 


Beast  Carcasses — 


Weight. 

lbs. 


8  separate 

lots  affected 

with  tuberculosis  ... 

1 8471 

77 

?  > 

5) 

,,  liver  fluke 

444* 

12  ,, 

V 

?  1 

,,  cirrhosis 

137 

5 

5  > 

,,  abscesses 

72* 

2 

5  1 

,,  pneumonia  ... 

H 

1  separate 

lot 

affected 

with  necrosis 

5 

1 

>  > 

,,  bruising 

10 

1 

55 

death  by  hanging 

700 

Sheep  Carcasses — 

1  separate 

lot 

affected 

with  s.  capillaris  ... 

7 

1  separate 

lot 

affected 

with  liver  fluke 

3 

Pig  Carcasses- 

15  separate 

lots  affected  with  tuberculosis 

J33l 

9  separate 

lots 

affected 

with  cirrhosis 

34* 

1  separate 

lot 

due  to  defective  bleeding  ... 

4 

Tota 

1  weight  of 

meat  dealt  with 

341 

-3230^ 


10 


1 72 


By  comparison  with  the  number  of  carcasses  inspected, 
the  following  table  has  been  compiled,  showing  the  incidence 
of  disease  in  the  different  food  animals. 


Animals. 

All  diseased  conditions. 

Tuberculosis. 

Slightly 
Affected . 

Extensively 

Affected. 

Slightly 

Affected. 

Extensively 

Affected. 

No. 

% 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

Beasts 

103 

23.02 

4 

0.99 

4 

0-99 

4 

°'99 

Sheep 

2 

0.20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs 

25 

6.28 

— 

- — - 

377 

— 
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Of  the  specimens  obtained  during  the  year,  chief  interest 
attaches  to  the  sheep’s  lungs  affected  with  s.  capillaris. 
According  to  Schlegel  (quoted  by  Ostertag)  this  condition  is 
extremely  rare  in  sheep,  the  goat  being  the  common  host  of 
this  parasite.  The  lesions  exhibited  similar  characteristics 
to  those  of  tuberculosis  ;  the  lymphatic  glands  were,  of 
course,  clear.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  microscopically. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  pigs  is  fairly  low, 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  were  reared  on 
small  holdings  and  their  dietary  included  only  a  minimum 
of  milk. 

The  general  class  of  animal  bought  in  this  district  is 
good,  and  reflects  considerable  credit  on  the  trade  as  a 
whole. 

A  certain  amount  of  misapprehension  appears  still  to  exist 
with  regard  to  the  occasional  slaughter  of  animals,  chiefly  pigs, 
at  farms  and  small  holdings.  The  occasional  slaughter  of 
animals  on  such  premises  is  permitted,  provided  the  requisite 
notice  of  intention  to  do  so  is  given  to  the  Meat  Inspector, 
whenever  any  portion  of  the  carcass  or  organs  is  intended 
to  be  sold  for  human  food.  From  the  statistics  previously 
given  it  will  be  seen  that  51  notices  of  this  character  have 
been  received  during  the  period  under  review. 


(2)  Meat  Marking . 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  inspecting  every  carcass 
in  the  district,  which  is  due  to  the  scattered  position  of  the 
slaughterhouses  and  the  pressure,  at  certain  times,  of  other 
duties,  no  scheme  of  meat  marking  has  been  evolved. 

A  scheme  of  meat  marking  is  certainly  very  desirable, 
but  it  is  not  a  practical  policy  unless  EVERY  carcass  in  an 
area  is  subject  to  inspection  and  marking,  and  until  such 
is  possible  any  scheme  attempted  would  be  a  failure. 


(J)  Stalls,  Shops,  Stores  and  Vehicles. 

The  provisions  of  the  Regulations  relating  to  these 
premises  have  been  complied  with  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 
manner. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  shops  have  fixed  glass 
windows,  and  in  the  majority  of  the  remainder  of  the  cases 
th,e  windows  have  been  kept  closed  at  the  request  of  the 
Department.  The  present  unsatisfactory  position  with  re- 
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gard  to  this  matter  makes  it  undesirable  to  take  any  further 
action  at  present. 

In  several  instances  the  attention  of  shopkeepers  has 
been  drawn  to  the  exposure  of  meat  and  bacon  to  contamin¬ 
ation  in  the  open  air,  outside  shops,  and  has  resulted  in 
discontinuance  of  the  practices  leading  to  such  contamination. 

A  large  quantity  of  meat  is  retailed  throughout  the 
district  from  vehicles  of  various  kinds,  and  some  trouble  has 
arisen  regarding  the  covering  of  these  carts.  In  nearly  all 
cases,  however,  suitable  cloth  covers  have  been  provided  for 
the  uncovered  portion  of  the  carts. 


( 4 )  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  in  the  district  n  licensed  slaughterhouses, 
subject  to  annual  licenses  expiring  on  the  ist  December 
each  year,  and  9  of  these  have  been  in  more  or  less  con¬ 
tinual  use  throughout  the  year.  The  following  statement 
shows  the  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  1920  and  in  1925. 


In  1920. 

In  January, 

1925- 

In  December, 

1925- 

Registered 

— 

— 

— 

Licensed 

12 

I  I 

1 1 

— 

- - 

— 

Total 

12 

I  I 

I  I 

The  general  condition  of  the  slaughterhouses  is  fairly 
satisfactory,  although  several  are  structurally  unsuitable  for 
the  purpose  for  which  they  are  used.  It  is  difficult  to 
establish  a  public  slaughterhouse,  owing  to  the  scattered 
nature  of  the  district  and  the  difficulties  in  the  selection  of 
a  suitable  site. 


(c)  OTHER  FOODS. 

(/)  Unsound  Food  and  Food  Inspection. 

No  cases  of  unsound  food  (other  than  meat)  occurred 
during  the  year. 

The  licensing  of  all  shops  and  premises  where  any  food 
stuffs  are  sold,  stored,  or  prepared,  is  urgently  necessary,  in 
order  to  ensure  more  uniform  inspection  and  control.  By 
the  issue  of  annual  licenses  it  would  be  possible  to  prepare 
a  complete  register  of  all  such  places  and  ensure  regular 
inspection  and  more  efficient  control. 
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It  is  hoped  that  section  72,  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
will  assist  in  an  improvement  in  certain  cases,  but  until  all 
food  premises  are  subject  to  an  annual  license  it  is  felt  that 
no  great  progress  will  result. 


( 2 )  Ice  Cream. 

In  particular,  reference  must  be  made  to  the  manu¬ 
facture  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  This  product  is  sold  in 

increasing  quantities,  by  an  ever  growing  body  of  vendors, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  conditions  under 
which  the  ice  cream  is  manufactured  are  satisfactory.  The 
conditions  applicable  to  such  premises  ought  certainly  to  be 
similar  to  those  which  are  required  in  the  case  of  a  dairy, 
and  it  is  very  necessary  that  some  form  of  definite  regu¬ 
lation  should  be  introduced  to  deal  with  this  trade. 

In  Newburn,  a  large  number  of  vendors  sell  ice  cream 
from  a  variety  of  vehicles,  many  of  which  appear  to  be 

quite  unsuitable  for  such  a  use.  Moreover,  the  majority 
of  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  vehicles  are  children  or 

young  persons,  who  are  clearly  unaware  of  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  article  under  their  care.  Many  of  the 
vehicles  have  no  name  to  indicate  the  owner,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  Council  possess  powers  to  obtain  such 
name  and  address  from  the  person  in  charge  of  the  vehicle. 
Statutory  powers  ought  to  be  available  for  insisting  upon 
the  name  and  address  of  the  owner  being  placed  on  a 
suitable  position  on  all  vehicles  carrying  ice  cream. 


(j)  Bakehouses. 

There  are  in  the  district  6  bakehouses,  all  of  which  are 
above  ground.  To  these,  13  visits  have  been  paid  during 
the  year.  They  are  all  kept  in  fairly  good  condition  and 
are  generally  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
used. 

During  the  year  5  defects  were  discovered  and  remedied. 


(4)  Offensive  Trades. 

The  trade  of  tripe  boiling,  as  carried  on  at  the  several 
slaughterhouses,  is  supervised  in  conjunction  with  the  routine 
visits  thereto,  and  is  generally  satisfactory. 
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The  Minister  of  Health  has,  by  order,  confirmed  the 
addition  of  the  trade  of  fish  fryer,  to  the  statutory  list  of 
offensive  trades,  and  has  approved  a  set  of  byelaws  in 
respect  thereof.  There  are  in  the  district  10  fish  fryers,  all 
of  whom  conduct  their  business  in  a  more  or  less  satisfactory 
manner,  and  have  been  subject  to  periodical  inspection. 

During  the  year  two  applications  were  received  for  per¬ 
mission  to  establish  this  trade,  and  in  both  instances  the 
permission  was  granted,  but  in  one  case  the  establishment 
of  the  business  was  not  proceeded  with. 

The  chief  cause  of  nuisance  from  these  premises  is 
undoubtedly  the  use  of  inferior  oils  for  frying  purposes. 
The  avoidance  of  nuisance  can  only  be  secured  by  the  use 
of  high  grade  oils,  preferably  treble  refined,  or  the  use  of 
beef  dripping. 


(5)  Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  cases  reported  during  the  year. 


(6)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

These  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council,  and 
figures  relating  to  samples  purchased  and  analysed  from  this 
district,  are  not  available. 


STEWART  SWIFT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


MAY ,  1926. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
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